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“ Nothing extenuate, or set down aught in Malice.” 


On Wednesday February 14th, was performed the Petite Comedy, of 


Hove and Laugh ; ov, all atCoventryp.. 
LUKE THE LABOURER}. 
And the beautiful Comie Opera, of, “a moftentia 


ROSIN As . 
Tuis.is an interesting little, Comedy of .'Two, Acts, the onus of 
the piece rests principally in the character of Timothy (Mr. Balls.) 
The following is an outline of the Plot.' Timothy isa runaway 
lawyer's clerk, who takes up his quarters at a tayern, in compan 
with Ramble, (Mr. G. Smith,) where he accidentally meets wa 
Mr. Bramble, (Mr. Wharton,) an ‘eccentric old fellow, who is mad 
with Politics, and into whose favour, he so far ingratiates himself, 
under the feigned title of an. M.P.as to get invited to dinner, , 
he is more eager t6 accept the invitation, in consequence of Bram- 
ble’s having, in conversation, let slip, that he hasan only daughter, 
Dora, (Mrs. Hannam,) who possesses a fortune, of Twenty Thou- 
sand Pounds, and who takes for her constant amusement the study 
of seatimental plays——Timothy is awake to this, and proceeds to 
give her, at his first introduction, a specimen of his Theatrical 
Rhapsody, taking, of course, the subject, of Love for his theme, 
The first scene of Act 2nd, where he is found pleading his cause to 
the fair one, excited considerable merriment from the frequent in- 
terruptions of old Bramble, who has just gotthe London Gazette, de- 
tailing the battle with the King of Ava, inthe Burmese War, and who, 
by his readingaloud disjointed sentences, causes the greatest embar- 
rassment to the Loverand his Mistress. There isa very curious cha- 
racter in this little Comedy, Gabblewig, (Mr. Sherwin,) quite an 
original in his way, and most ludicrously dressed, and, who form- 
erly exercised the avocation of a barber on Mutton ‘Hill, but who 
has since retired on a decent fortune to Lamb’s, Conduit Street, after 
having taken care of the education of his hopefulson Tommy, 
(Mr. Baker) by cansing him. to be instructed in classie lore, to fit 


him for one of.the learned Professions. ‘Tommy isa bashful youth, 
with a wonderful vacuity of countenance, who interlards his conver- 
sation with scraps of Latin, many of which have neither sense or 
meaning. Gabblowig introduces his son ‘Tommy to Bramble asa 
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suitor to his daughter, and the old gentleman consents to the al- 
liance, provided she approves it,—-F'rom the press of matter 
this number, we shall conclude the description of this piecc in our 
next. < F¥ 

Little need be said onthe meritsof the difflerentactors, Vr. Balls 


in this light and gay bagatelle wasalllife-—Mr, Wharton respect- 
able pie codon. i and Mr. Sherwin laughatle in the ini, 
Mr. Baker as Tommy, looked the characteradmirably, Mrs Han- 
nam and Mrs. Baker were all we could desire. 


Luke the Labourer. 


Tur Melo-drama of Luke the Labourer is extremely well got up, with the entire 
strength of the Company, and so much attention has the Manger paid to it, thar a 
Trioin the fitst act, was sung by the three principal male singers, (even though they 
had nothing else to do), Messrs. Williamson, D Smith, and Hartison, and it was ex- 
evcnted with great credit to themselves, and with much effect ; this is asit should be, 
the piece is stiengthened by it, and the Manager’s inclination to please, met wit) its 
justreward: for it is generallyin compound music we hear so much to be « ondemned 
The erest of the piece, hangs upon the united exertions of two or three of the 
principal characters, but particularly on Luke and Philip poth of which, were ad- 
mirably sqstained, by Messrs. Sherwin and tails 

Mr. Sherwin s $ pte-eminent in parts of strong feeling, he is ever alive to the 
situation he is placed io, and shows gre: t judgment inall he says aud does ; no point 
appears to escape him, and nature seems alone, tobe his guide, indved, as a finisied 
actor, there is not one out of London, (or scarcely any one in it,) can be put in 
épmpetition with him. 

Mr, Balls as the rough Sailor, alive to every generous feeling, pleased us extreme- 
ly ; nor did he for one moment lose sight of the noble-hearted character he repre- 
sented ; this gentleman, is, from the versatility of his talent, of great value in the 
Theatre, and we hope he is (at feast, for atime) stationary with us. 

Mr Smith as Farmer Wakefield, was the affectionate father, and the tender hus- 
band, a character which he represented with strong feeling, and great judgment ; it 
is in parts of this description he particularly excels, where the vaice requires to be 
kept under,and where no strong exertion is necessary to rouse him into violent ac- 
tion, then it is we lose sight of that pathos and fine teeling, for which he is so preg 
eminently qualified by nature and by long.experience as an actor. 

Mr. Wilkinson as Squire Chaee, had so much of the Irish accentin his pronuncia- 
tion, and so little of gentlemanly deportment, that we coyld but regret the cha- 
racter had pot fallen into better hands. 

me Phillips as the daughter of Wakefield sung and played with much modesty 
and talent. 





ROLINA 


Followed ; an Operatic Farce written by Mrs. Brogkes, the music composed by 
Shield, it is one of those after-pieces, that must ever be adni-red, both from the man- 
ner in which it js written, and the beauties with which it abounds ; there is no Eng- 
lish Opera to compare with it, the songs are all of the most masterly description 
uniting seience and harmony, not only to display the merit of the composer, hut to 
stamp the fame of the singer, when common justice is done to them. The part of 
Rosina, which isdrawn from Thompson's Lavinja, ix perhaps the most interesting of 
all Opera Characters, embracing beautitul language, with most exquisite and viffi- 
eglt music, & requires a performer possessing talent of no mean degree, and itis with 
great pleasure we pronounce Miss Phillips to be onc of the best representative. of 
it, we have seen for many years, and in this Theatre, the very best ; she had all that 
‘ blushing, bashful gentleness, that ififantine innocence in her deportment’ and man- 
ier, whieh is 86 exquisitely described by the Authoress, aud without which the tha- 
racier would sink injo insignificance, but with her, from the excellence of her singing, 
aod the attention she paid to naturein her acting, there was nothing left to wish tor. 
In regard to this Lady’s singing, she has been well taught, her voice is very sveet 
and of great compass, with perfect intonation}; she attempts nothing but what she 
can do weil, and never commits herself by false breathing, or want of articulation 
in the most difficult passages ; the Air of *' Whilst with Village muids I Stray , 
was desetvedly*encored and we could have’ staid all night to have heard such sweet 
warbling ; the most difficult passages were given with the greatest ease and pre- 
cision, and the intonation in no one instance disturbed 3 such is Miss Phillips, what 
sbe may he by practice and a conthruation of geod teaching, we cannot venture ta 
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say, but we predict that she must ultimately stand at the head of the protession she 
has made choice of. 

Mrs. D Smith, (late Miss Gaskill) as Phoebe, acquitted herself with great satis- 
faction ‘o the audience, and with much credit as an actress and singer ; the Song ot 
“ When William at Eve,” was better sung than we ever remember to have heard it 
in this Theatre her voice is considerably strengthened, and her manner altogether is 
evidently much improved. She is certainlya great acquisition to the company. 

Mr. Williamson as Belville was gentlemanly in his mauner andjhis voice is pow- 
erful, and he appears to know what he is about, hut we wish his style of singing, was 
somewhat smoother, and with less attempt at so much ornament, which not on 
destrovs the character of the song, but shews want of judgment in the singer ; his 
shake is bad, and he does not blend the nataral and feigned voice, so as to produce, 
one continuity of tone ; we think if he were to study the portamento in his singing, he 
would evidently improve in favour with the audience, his mionation is sometimes 
destroyed by foreing the voice, which he should endeavour to avoid. 

Mr, Harrison as Captain Belville, while he delighted us with his fine manly 
voice, left us to regret, how little he thinks the manner and deportment of the gen- 
tleman is necessary in the character he represented ; this ventleman knows better, 
and it ison that ground wespeak, (for onr observations are but as “a glass where- 
in he may see himself,’ he occastonally (we suppose intentionally) interferes with 
the author's punctuation, making that ridiculous, which is intended to be otherwise. 
in Act 2, Seene the tst, (Rosina on opening the door of her cottage sees Captain Bel- 
ville and starts back, exclaiming, “* heavens! a man in the house ! ” the Captain re- 
plies, ‘* Now, love assist me.”’—rnshes out and seizes Rosina, exclainilng Rosina, 
inv Angel !—(imploring) my Brother! the Devil (with surprize. 

Such are the words of the Authoress, aud such is intended to be the mode’of ex- 
pressing the sentence, but Mr Harrison in defiance of all prepriety, bolts out of the 
cottage, as if kicked out, exclaiming all in a breath, ‘ Rosina my Angel my Bro- 
ther, the Devil ” We, therefore, presume, that his meaning is, this:—That Ro- 
sina is his Angel, and the Devil his Brother; we were so astonished, and so 
astounded at his exclamation,that we looked about in*terror, expecting to see his 
satanic Majesty! but not being gifted with secoud sight, we were happily disap- 
pointed, 





A GLUITIQVUS 
On Wednesday Night's Performance, Feb \4th. 1827. 
ROCHESTER. 


Tuis is one of*those light and licentious Dramas, of the Adelphi 
manufacture, the representation of which, isa disgrace to the age 
in which we live. Happily it was performed to one of the thinnest 
houses this Season, for we do not hesitate to declare, that no mo- 
dest woman could have listened to the dialogue without a blusi: ; 
nor any mother of a family bring her danghters to be amused, 
without retiring in disgust, before the conclusion of the fiast act. 
The characters of the Comedy are not worthy of notice; we shall 
only observe, that we deeply felt, that talent of no ordinary kind 
should have been prostituted to such a purpose 

Mr. Arlan was the duke of Buckingham of the piece, and 
Mr. Balls the Earl of Rochester.—The one in disguise as the 
landlord of the HORN’S TAVERN, (no bad name for it,) and the 
other as his waiter ; the house is a Depot of intrigue of the most 
scandalous kind ; quite worthy of Duck Lane, Westminster, and 
Rosemary Lane, Tower Hill. That we may not be thought 
censorious without a reason, we give one or two quotations: In 
the list of servant maids who want places at this inn, one is noted 
down as “ fair, fat, and fifty, with a mountain of neck!” Bell the 
bar maid, og D. Smith,) tells the Earl of Rochester, he is a 
“ Tonzer of a Man!” he replies, “it is only touch and go my 
love!’ In another part wherein the waiter observes to an appa- 
rently ignorant servest or! *” a desperate take,” 















8. 
she artlessly,is made,to reply, “,what.is a.zake ?.” he answers,“ a. 
thing my dear that tosses and tumbles other things:about.”' We 
are no puritans, far from it, -but'we' know that such miserably ob- 
scene trash does ,more.barm, ranches J ithe drama into disgrace, 
than:ail the»public clamour inthe world, 

Mr. G. Smith's head nearly “fell off at his first’ entrance on the 
stage, (in the part of the King,),we thought of poor Charles the 
lst, and:forgot the second Charles! m8 

‘The Nautical Drama of the Pilot 
» We-wish some ope*would in: merey: Pilot this absurdity into 
Port and there Jet it lay and rot.—In addition to what we ‘said 
about thisfarrago of nonsense, in our first number, we have only to 
rematkon one-other glarmig absurdity, the uproar of the tempest, 
Cif ta well) is énough’ to’ keep interest aliye, ‘without 

étting,, loose, Pandemonium on board the. ship, When a Pilot is 
n into’ a vessel in distress, how could his intructions be given, 
or’ orders Chexed in the midst of such a. clamorous crew? ‘Such 





things may have happened, witha ship's company of drunken 
pe > y but ovo a pha will affirm oo board an English ship 
of War," +” Spain mantel 

On Saturday, February \tth, °¥82T, will be performed: the 


" » Play of 
WOODSTOCK. 
Founded onthe Popular Novel of that Name. 

Louis Kerneguy,Mr,ARLAN.-Oliver Cromwell, Mr. HAMERTON 
Sir Henry Lee, Mr. WHARTON.—Albert Lee,Mr. WILKINSON 
Wildrake, Mr. BALLS.—Markham Everard: Mr. G. SMITH. 
Doctor:Rocheeliffe, Mr. BEACHAM.—-+—T omkins,, Mr, BAKER. 

° Joceline Joliffe; Mr, SHERWIN. 
Alice Lee;Mits LAWRENCE Pheebe Mayflower, Miss WILLIAMS. 
Cromwell's Daughter. ss. Je0.. »Miss WATKINSON. 
Dame Felticot, Mrsi HAMERTON. 
RAM 99100140" ? 
A Conmitic Song. by Mr. Baker, 
To conclude with a Farce, cabled i 
FISH OUT OF WATER; 
, Or, Clerkship and Cookery.” . 
Sam Savoury (his first appearance) Mr,G. ANDREWS. 
, Sir George Coun » Mr, amen tos “any ne 
Alderman Gayfare, Mr, WHARTON. Charles tia vier Np RALLS 
Steward, Mr. BEACHAM—Footman, Mr; NICHOLLS... 
Ellen reentys ee a song), Mrs. D. SMITH. 
y; Mrs; BAKER. ' 
Resarxs,.—W. has our thanks, and he will find his letter has not been neglected 
Our friend'C’s observations came too late, but ‘he may..expect to ‘see them in otir, 
next. - 
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